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  South Bend Region was well represented at the 2017 Solo National Championships, 
held September 3-6 in Lincoln, NE.  Of the 10 SBR members competing, two took home 
trophies and another was the class “winner”.  The event, billed the largest in SCCA history 
with 1,319 entrants taking the courses, was held in two, two-day groups.  Each course was 
wide with minimal marking cones.  Using the sites in their entirety and taking upwards of 
20 minutes each to walk, Street cars generally turned times of about 58 to 62 seconds per 
run.  Weather for the week was dry, and varied from lows in the lower 50s to a high on 
Friday of 94, almost every day accompanied by the normal plains winds.
  In addition to excellent courses and top notch event organization, the week included a taco 
dinner and talent show on Monday evening at the site, a luncheon for women competitors 
hosted by Mazda, a dinner for Mazda-registered competitors, and awards banquets following 
each set of competitions featuring vastly improved food service compared to prior years.

SBR members making the trip to Lincoln’s Cone Wars included:

 A Street  11th(T) Chris Harvey 27th John Rogers
 E Street  26th George Schmitt 50th Chris Peet
 X Prepared 10th Nick Zelisko 11th Gabe Argenta
   14th Steve Bollinger
 X Prepared(L) 1st Kim Bollinger
	 F	Modified	 4th(T)	 Scott	Nardin
 Cam C  39th Dave Gushwa

2017 Solo National Championships 
Set Entry Record

  While South Bend Region hosted the 
annual Hoosier Challenge solo event at 
Grissom ARB on August 6, it was Indy 
Region that once again took the coveted 
Gold Gear trophy as the event’s overall 
winner.  South Bend Region’s results put it in 
third behind Ft. Wayne Region.  The second 
of two days of autocross competition in 
SBR’s Solo Series, the event was also tagged 
a Divisional event as part of the Great Lakes 
Division Solo Series.  Entrants came from 
SBR, Indy Region, Ft. Wayne Region, INR, 
and Columbus Sports Car Club (region), 
as well as WMR and Chicago.  Mark 
Manninen chaired the weekend, organizing 

Indy Region Wins SBR-Hosted Hoosier Challenge 

-Kim Bollinger

-Kim Bollinger

the	minimal	SBR	crew	to	put	on	an	efficient	
and fun pair of events.
  164 cars competed on a Nationals-
style course that rewarded driver skill to 
determine the fast line through an open, 
sweeping layout.  The course, designed by 
Steve Bollinger with much assistance from 
Mark Manninen and Dave Gushwa, used 
minimal cones and maximized the site’s 
space by running more toward the middle 
of the concrete strip.  Due to the large entry 
and looming showers, each of the four run 
groups made three runs in true Divisional 
style.  Rain held off for all but one damp 
heat.  There was time for a brief lunch break 

featuring barbecue prepared by our own Jim 
Morris’ Paris Soda Café.
  Fast time for the course was laid down by 
Will Lahee (Indy Region) in the Dan Stone 
BMod LeGrand.  Adam Locsi recorded the 
top PAX time for a SBR member in the 
D Street Scion FR-S, followed closely by 
the car’s owner, Jonathan Shreiner.  Indy 
Region’s local class, SMS was the largest 
of the day with 16 cars; SBR’s Jason Powell 
finished	second	in	the	class.		Susan	Miller	in	
her Subaru WRX topped the largest Ladies 
class, D Street Ladies.
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Activity   Points
Race Chair 400
Assistant Race Chair 200
PitBoard Editor 200
Website Manager 200
Race Chief of Specialty 200
Associate PitBoard Editor 100
Rally Series Chair 100
Solo Chair 100
Solo Series Specialty Chief 100
Event Chair 100
Program Director 100
Club	Officer	 100
Event Co-Chair 75

Activity  Points
Car Show Display 75
Solo Co-Chair 75
Race Worker/day 50
SBR Race Driver 50
PitBoard Article/page 40
Rally/Solo Worker 40
SBR Meeting Attendance 20
Car Show Booth/day 20
Rally Navigator 20
Race Crew/day 20
Rally/Solo Driver 20
Race/Solo Meeting  20
RoundTable/Worker Seminar 20
PitBoard Picture 10

Getting SBR Activity Points

SBR CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Where:  Beef ‘O’Brady’s
   12479 State Rd 23
   Granger, IN 
Days:   First Tuesday of month
Time:    6:00 pm board meeting
              7:00 pm general meeting
Who:    All are welcome!

SBR MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

Dennis Jennings Regional Executive            
re@sbrscca.org  574-232-0622

Jeff Luckritz Ass’t RE/Race Chair     
race@sbrscca.org PitBoard    269-429-3676

Dave Gushwa Board      
lt4gs702@yahoo.com      574-633-4538

Steve Bollinger Board     574-271-0088
srbollinger@sbcglobal.net

Erika Engler Board/Activity Points
erika.autocross@gmail.com                 574-370-5671

Mark Manninen Secretary     
m_manninen@sbcglobal.net                574-271-0810

Kim Bollinger Treasurer      
kkbollinger@sbcglobal.net          574-271-0088

Sam Centellas Street Survival
streetsurvival@sbrscca.org      616-610-0042

Nick Mawhorr Solo Chair   
solo@sbrscca.org       574-277-6016

Brandon Irwin Membership Chair     574-876-7467
birdman002@gmail.com

Rich Hammond Webmaster
rich.l.hammond@gmail.com               (616)843-0424

September
24 SBR Solo #7 at The Tire Rack
October
3 Karting at MRP
 Meet at Bob’s 19th Hole afterwards
22 Australian Pursuit @ Tire Rack
November
7 Club Meeting
 Elections/Free Food
December
5 Club Meeting

When purchasing items from The Tire Rack, 
first	go	to	our	web	site	at	www.sbrscca.org,	
click on the Tire Rack link at the bottom of 
the page and then make your purchases. By 
doing so, the South Bend Region will earn 
a little extra dough!

We started it! Hold one of the following 
positions; National Race Worker, Pit-
Board Editor, Race Chair, Street Survival 
Chair, RE, Solo Chair, Treasurer or Web-
master. Half off dues for: Activity Points 
Keeper, Division Race Worker, Secretary 
and various Solo Chief positions. 

Buy Tires-Help SBR

FREE DUES

www.facebook.com/SBRSCCA

Not a SCCA Member?
Go to www.scca.com

Choose South Bend as
your local region!

Race Workers Travel 
Fund

 
SBR members that work another region’s 
race may be compensated for their travel 
expenses as listed below:
 Grattan/MIS  $75
 Mid Ohio  $150
 Corvette Museum $225

Go to the following link, download a form 
and follow the directions. http://www.
sbrscca.org/new/club-racing/

NO MEETING 
IN OCTOBER...
We’ll be karting at 

MRP
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-Dennis JenningsFrom the Seat of the RE 
  As we are nearing the end of year for auto 
sports in our area, I would like to make some 
observations that I see in SBR.
  Our race program continues to thrive with 
our two races. We continue to increase our 
attendance of competitors. We are remaining 
pretty consistent on the attendance of SBR 
members that work these events. We need to 
continue to get more members to come out 
and support these events as this is where we 
get most of the funds to support all of our 
extra-curricular activities such as go karts, 
and ball games. I hope that we see higher 
participation as our membership grows.
  Our solo’s are usually well attended by a lot 
of members but it is always the same people 
that do all the work while others just enjoy 
them.	If	we	don’t	find	someone	to	chair	the	
solo program in the future we may have to 
forego the solo program. I know that no one 

likes to think about this but it is a reality. 
We cannot run the series without someone 
charge. We have asked all year for someone 
to step up but to no avail. If this is what you 
want, no SBR solos, then we can do that. We 
even asked for a couple of people to co-chair 
the series. Still nothing. Are you going to be 
the one to rise to the calling?
Congratulations to all those that ran the 
Nationals. Hope you enjoyed your time 
out west. 
  Our rally program has taken a hit in the 
last couple of years with low attendance. 
Duane is going to plan one for this fall so 
think about running a rally. I am sure that 
most of you have never done this and you 
are missing an opportunity to have fun of 
another type. Rallies are simple to do and 
there is no special equipment needed to run 
one. If there are enough interested, we could 

do a short rally school followed by a short 
sample rally. Let Duane or myself know if 
you would like to do this.
  Runoffs are at the end of this month. We 
have a couple of drivers competing and I 
hope they do well.
  Don’t forget that there is no October 
meeting as it is kart night at Michiana 
Raceway Park followed by a get together at 
Bob’s 19th Hole around 8 pm.  Come out and 
enjoy the camaraderie with other members 
if only to watch.
 Also, don’t forget the November meeting 
and	the	election	of	officers.	Watch	for	 the	
nominees to tell you why they want to be 
an	officer	in	Pitboard	soon.	Free	food	at	that	
meeting also. See you there.
Drive wisely.

Solo Chair Wanted 
Desperately Needed!!!

As our RE, Dennis Jennings pointed out in 
the article above, SBR is looking for a new 
Solo Chair. If we don’t get one, we can’t run 
a Solo program. It’s that simple. I e-mailed 
our current Solo Chair, Nick Mawhorr for 
a brief job description and you can see the 
basic duties below. I’m sure Nick would help 
train his replacement. 
 •schedule setting and alignment
 •contacting track owners for dates
 •aligning dates with solo core   
   members and other clubs
 •sanction application and follow up
 •manage events - chair or   
  designated event chief
 •get course info to TTR along 
  with a copy of sanction
 •roll call to ensure proper staff
 •portable toilet if necessary
 •ice/water/lunch catering set up
 •ensure event timing meets  
  guidelines
 •right amount of cars and time 
  for each run group
 •manage # of run groups and runs  
  for # of participants

 •manage weather, safety,   
  participant, car  breakdown  
  issues with staff help
 •pay vendors and get cash to Kim
 •audit reports to SCCA
 •attendee list to HC
 •manage budget, set up and track  
  expenses and income
 •set up and facilitate annual  
   planning meeting
 •facilitate other planning sessions  
  as needed (Grissom)

While the list looks daunting, it comes down 
to being able delegate effectively. We are 
lucky to have an outstanding and dedicated 
group of volunteers to support our next Solo 
Chair. I can assure you that you will not be 
on your own. E-mail Dennis Jennings if you 
are interested in being a leader in the best 
region in the country. Dennis can be reached 
at re@sbrscca.org. 

SBR Goes 
Karting

  The annual karting event for all SBR 
members takes place instead of our meeting 
on October 3rd. No experience is necessary 
and all the safety gear is provided by the 
folks at Michiana Raceway Park in South 
Bend. But, if you have an approved helmet 
for Solo or Racing I would suggest you 
bring it along. Be sure to wear long pants 
and closed-toe shoes per their rules. 
  Karters can each expect ten minutes of 
practice and about 20 minutes of race time. 
It doesn’t sound like much, but believe me 
30 minutes in MRP’s rental karts will take a 
lot out of you. You will be partnered up with 
somebody else in a 40 minute race. 
  The MRP staff will keep track of all the laps 
and your times. Bench racing and bragging 
will take place afterwards at Bob’s 19th 
Hole. Please contact Jeff Luckritz and let 
him know you are coming so we can ensure 
that the karts are ready. (race@sbrscca.org).     
  Please arrive by 5:30 pm so we can 
organize teams. Cost is $25 if you worked 
Street Survival, the Lane Event or one of 
our races, $45 if you didn’t. Please bring 
cash or check. 
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UPCOMING SBR EVENTS

 September 24  Solo #7 at the Tire Rack. All levels of
   drivers welcome. You do NOT have 
   to be a member. 

 October 3  No meeting that day. 
   Karting at Michiana Raceway Park
   All SBR members welcome. 
   www.michianaracewaypark.com

November 7  SBR Election Night-Free Food
   All members that would like to run 
   for a board position or Regional 
   Executive should contact Dennis 
   Jennings(re@sbrscca.org)

  South Bend Region would like to send you to 
Vegas(possibly for free)! We are looking for region 
leaders that would be interested in attending the 
SCCA National Convention on January 18-20, 
2018. If you are one of our South Bend Region 
members in a leadership role, then the SCCA 
National Convention is for you. 
  There will be over 40 sessions held at the South 
Point Casino and Resort. Multiple sessions will be 
available for: leaders, Solo Chairs, F&C, registrars, 
road rally, rally cross, racing, technical inspection , 
Street Survival and more! Contact Dennis Jennings 
if you are interested. re@sbrscca.org


