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I’ve run away from a little old 
woman, A little old man, And I can 

run away from you, I can!

  The tale ends with a fox catching 
and eating the gingerbread man who 
cries as he’s devoured, “I’m quarter 
gone...I’m half gone...I’m three-
quarters gone...I’m all gone!”[

Whenever I think of Gingerman 
Raceway, for some reason my 
thoughts turn to the gingerbread 
man nursery rhyme. There were 
close to 100 drivers entered for 
SBR’s Mother’s day autocross at 
Gingerman. Every driver tried to 
run away from other drivers in their 
respective class, but thankfully no 
one was eaten by the fox in the end.
  The idea for the event was 
suggested by Jeff Luckritz at our 
Solo planning meeting over the 
winter. I was asked to chair the 
event by Jeff probably because I 
showed quite a bit of enthusiasm 
for us doing this. I have participated 
in similar events held at Grattan on 
Labor Day in past years and always 

A Tale from GingerMan Autocross and Track Night
thought they were fun and popular 
with the drivers. Jeff made a call to 
Mary Phelps and it was a go. Mary 
offered SBR an attractive track 
rental due to the Mother’s day date. 
We weren’t sure how many entries 
we would garner based on this. As 
it turned out we were blessed with 
beautiful weather and easily met our 
100 driver cap.
  The course design was fun, fast, 
and safe. It allowed drivers to “open 
up” their cars a bit, compared to 
your typical parking lot style event. 
The biggest unknown going in 
was whether the timing equipment 
would work in this venue. The start 
finish lights were a third of a mile 
apart with the timing trailer up on 
a hill between them. Jason Powell 
deserves a medal for making them 
function. We did learn through the 
middle of the first runs that the start 
antenna had to be elevated. 
  After that was diagnosed 
everything with timing went like 
clockwork. We had a few glitches 
here and there, but for the most part 

everything went smoothly. 
  The only way an event of this 
type can be put on is with team 
work from members. I want to 
thank everyone who helped with 
setup the night before, getting the 
trailer to the track, course design, 
tech inspection, sign in, timing and 
scoring, announcing, grid, shuttling 
workers, work assignments, etc. 
You guys and gals know who you 
are, and it was greatly appreciated.

-Steve Jackson

   The big question is do we want 
to do it again? We learned a few 
things which should make things 
smoother next time. I feel we 
could take on more entries without 
too much trouble. Give the board 
your feedback. One other thing we 
learned. Don’t do any track setup 
testing the night before without 
telling management what you are 
doing. They will lock all the gates 
on you with your car on the inside 
of the track with no way to get out.  
Ask Dave Gushwa for details.
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Activity   Points
Race Chair 400
Assistant Race Chair 200
PitBoard Editor 200
Website Manager 200
Race Chief of Specialty 200
Associate PitBoard Editor 100
Rally Series Chair 100
Solo Chair 100
Solo Series Specialty Chief 100
Event Chair 100
Program Director 100
Club Officer 100
Event Co-Chair 75

Activity  Points
Car Show Display 75
Solo Co-Chair 75
Race Worker/day 50
SBR Race Driver 50
PitBoard Article/page 40
Rally/Solo Worker 40
SBR Meeting Attendance 20
Car Show Booth/day 20
Rally Navigator 20
Race Crew/day 20
Rally/Solo Driver 20
Race/Solo Meeting  20
RoundTable/Worker Seminar 20
PitBoard Picture 10

Getting SBR Activity Points

SBR CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Where:  Beef ‘O’Brady’s
   12479 State Rd 23
   Granger, IN 
Days:   First Tuesday of month
Time:    6:00 pm board meeting
              7:00 pm general meeting
Who:    All are welcome!

SBR MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

Dennis Jennings Regional Executive            
re@sbrscca.org  574-232-0622

Jeff Luckritz Ass’t RE/Race Chair     
race@sbrscca.org PitBoard    269-429-3676

Dave Gushwa Board      
lt4gs702@yahoo.com      574-633-4538

Steve Bollinger Board     574-271-0088
srbollinger@sbcglobal.net

Erika Engler Board/Activity Points
erika.autocross@gmail.com                 574-370-5671

Mark Manninen Secretary     
m_manninen@sbcglobal.net                574-271-0810

Kim Bollinger Treasurer      
kkbollinger@sbcglobal.net          574-271-0088

Sam Centellas Street Survival
streetsurvival@sbrscca.org      616-610-0042

Nick Mawhorr Solo Chair   
solo@sbrscca.org       574-277-6016

Brandon Irwin Membership Chair     574-876-7467
birdman002@gmail.com

Rich Hammond Webmaster
rich.l.hammond@gmail.com               (616)843-0424

June
6 Club Meeting
17 Tire Rack Street Survival @ Tire Rack
18 Solo #3 @ Tire Rack**
24-25 WMR Double Regional at Grattan
July
8-9 SBR/DET Majors @ GingerMan
11 Club Meeting
21-22 Motor State Challenge
 GingerMan Raceway/Tire Rack
August
1 SBR @ South Bend Cubs Game
5 Solo #4 @ Grissom
6 Solo #5 @ Grissom(Hoosier Challenge)
12 WMR Majors at Grattan Raceway
19 Tire Rack Street Survival @ Tire Rack
20 Solo #6 @ Tire Rack
September
5 Club Meeting
24 Solo #7 @ Tire Rack
October
3 Karting at MRP
 Meet at Bob’s 19th Hole afterwards
22 Australian Pursuit @ Tire Rack
November
7 Club Meeting
 Elections/Free Food
December
5 Club Meeting
**1/2 day event-you MUST preregister on MSR

When purchasing items from The Tire Rack, 
first go to our web site at www.sbrscca.org, 
click on the Tire Rack link at the bottom of 
the page and then make your purchases. By 
doing so, the South Bend Region will earn 
a little extra dough!

We started it! Hold one of the following 
positions; National Race Worker, Pit-
Board Editor, Race Chair, Street Survival 
Chair, RE, Solo Chair, Treasurer or Web-
master. Half off dues for: Activity Points 
Keeper, Division Race Worker, Secretary 
and various Solo Chief positions. 

Buy Tires-Help SBR

FREE DUES

www.facebook.com/SBRSCCA

Not a SCCA Member?
Go to www.scca.com

Choose South Bend as
your local region!

Race Workers Travel 
Fund

 
SBR members that work another region’s 
race may be compensated for their travel 
expenses as listed below:
 Grattan/MIS  $75
 Mid Ohio  $150
 Corvette Museum $225

Go to the following link, download a form 
and follow the directions. http://www.
sbrscca.org/new/club-racing/
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-Dennis JenningsFrom the Seat of the RE 
 OK, so we ran our first Solo at a race track 
this last month. By all the feedback I would 
say it was a huge success. A huge thank 
you goes to Steve Jackson and his crew of 
merry men that helped put on the event. I 
know that an event of this caliber requires a 
lot of people to do all the things that make 
up the event. 
 We followed that up with a track night 
that drew around 46 cars, A great turnout 
and all behaved with no incidents. Thanks 
to Gingerman for all the cooperation for a 
great day. The weather even worked out for 
the best.
 The weekend after was the first Track 
Night in America on Friday and then our 
regional races on the weekend. Track night 

was a little iffy on the weather side and 
held some back from attending. Some no 
shows resulted in about 45-50 cars to run. 
All in all it didn’t come out too bad for the 
weather, just a bit cool.
 Not so for the weekend races. A rather 
small entry saw rain on Saturday afternoon. 
Still, as you all know we still race no matter 
what. Sunday started wet for the qualifying 
races but after lunch all was dry for a great 
afternoon of racing. Just to bad entry wasn’t 
up. Thanks to all the members that worked 
to help make it another great weekend for 
SBR.
 June is here and that brings up our first 
Street Survival class. It is full with quite a 
waiting list to attend. If you haven’t worked 

one of these schools before come out on the 
17th. You can become an instructor or just 
be there to help out. We need volunteers.
 We follow that with Solo #3 on Sunday at 
the Tire Rack. Hopefully the weather will 
be nice for those days. Look elsewhere in 
this Pitboard for more solo information.
 Don’t forget to sign up for the Cubs game 
on the 1st of August if you haven’t already. 
There are still some seats available but 
don’t wait. We had to turn a few people 
away last year. This will take the place 
of the regular August meeting. See you 
soon and get another member to come to a 
meeting with you or just bring a guest.

Let’s Go Racing -Jeff Luckritz

  As Denny mentioned above, the race entries 
for this years double regional at GingerMan 
Raceway was down from last year. Some of 
it may have been the iffy weather forecast, 
but we will have to do some investigating 
to see why entries were down 20% or so. 
Regardless, the volunteers from SBR and 
other regions did a commendable job. 
  What’s next? The Bert Olson Majors race 
on July 8-9 at GingerMan Raceway. Our goal 
is to make this the biggest and best SCCA 
race in the country held at a “club track!” 
We continue to think outside the box in an 
attempt to make the weekend more than 
just a race. 
Here’s what’s in store for the weekend:
	 l	Fishing tournament for kids.
	 l	Friday night cookout for  
     workers. 
	 l	Prep shops will host dinner for  
     competitors
	 l	A flyover during the national  
     anthem. 
 l	Charity Track Rides
	 l	Race winners will receive a  
     custom checkered flag. 
	 l	Lot’s of competition
	 l	Fun, Fun, Fun!
  I encourage each and every one of you to 
come out for a day or two and volunteer. No 
experience necessary, we will train you on 
the job and we will feed you all weekend. 
Contact me via e-mail if you can help out; 
race@sbrscca.org. 

Top to Bottom:
1) Jim Krzyzewski 
ran 2 races in SRF3
2) Paul and Marcia 
McBride worked flat 
tow for the weekend
3) Mike Jones drove 
the pace car and led 
every race
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Upcoming SBR Events...Check it out!

Saturday, June 17th
Tire Rack, South Bend, IN

According the Street Survival Chair, Sam 
Centellas, the June class is full and he is 
all set on coaches. The August 19th class 
still has a few openings so if you would 
like to have your teen driver participate in 
this outstanding program you better sign up 
now. If you would like to learn how to be 
a coach or would like to volunteer is some 
manner contact Sam at: streetsurvival@
sbrscca.org. 

Solo #3
a 1/2 Day Event

Sunday, June 18
Tire Rack, South Bend, IN

SBR is trying out a new half-day format for 
our June 18th Solo. The idea is to get you 
there a little earlier in the morning and get 
you home WAY earlier in the afternoon so 
you can go home and cut the grass and/or 
spend time with the family. You can register  
here: https://www.motorsportreg.com/. 
Questions? Contact Nick at: solo@sbrscca.
org
Here are the highlights:
•  Preregistration only(80 car limit)
•  Tech from 8:00-9:00 a.m.
•  First runs start at 9:15 a.m.
•  Competition done by noon
•  Trophies at 1:00 p.m.
•  Afternoon at home!

Saturday-Sunday, July 8-9
GingerMan Raceway, South Haven, MI

Join us for SBR’s largest motorsports 
event of the year. If you’ve never been to 
a road race this is the perfect opportunity 
to check out over 180 cars as they battle on 
GingerMan’s 2.14 mile road course. If you 
want to get closer to the action you should 
consider volunteering in some capacity. 
There are a ton of exciting opportunities. 
Contact Jeff at: race@sbrscca.org. 


