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NEW SOLO HELMET REQUIREMENTS: MUST BE SA2005, M2005 OR K2005 OR NEWER

  South Bend Region, SCCA is proud to 
announce that the 2017 SBR Solo program 
will be sponsored by Lane Automotive, 
Motor State Distributing, and ZAMP 
Racing helmets. With the new 2017 helmet 
regulations, the solo program was in need of 
replacing the majority of its loaner helmets. 
A quick e-mail to Lane Automotive opened 
up a contact with Caleb Mullaur. Caleb 
went out of his way to come up with a great 
sponsorship deal for the Solo program. 

   Lane Automotive and ZAMP helmets 
will provide SBR with six new SA2015 
helmets to replace our out of date helmets. 
In exchange, Lane Automotive logos and 
signs will be displayed at all eight SBR 
Solo events in 2017. Be sure to visit Lane 
Automotive in Watervliet, MI for helmets 
or just about any other product for your 
race car, hot rod, truck or street car. 

SBR Strengthens 
Relationship with 
Lane Automotive

Get Ready for Solo #1 on April 23

Partners & Friends of South Bend Region...Thanks!

  SBR’s first Solo for the 2017 season will be 
held on April 23rd at our “home” site, The 
Tire Rack. Many of you are ready for spring 
to arrive and what better way to welcome 
it than to test your skills at an autocross. 
While many of you are old hats at this, we 
can always use a few reminders to help us 
ease our way back into competition. 
  Safety first. The helmet rules have been 
updated and you need to be sure that you 
have the correct helmet to keep your noggin 
safe. By rule, all helmets must be SA2005 or 
M2005 rated or newer. Open-face helmets 
are legal, but I have always felts safer with a 
closed-face helmet. Every pro race car driver 
you see on TV has a closed-face helmet for 
a reason. Don’t go cheap. Purchase the best 
helmet you can afford. 
  Make sure your car is ready. Batteries must 
be secure. Running gear like bearings, lug 
nuts and wheels must be in good shape. 
Factory 3-point seat belts are sufficient and 
most drivers compete with them. But, if 
you do install a competition harness make 
sure it’s installed according to manufacturer 
instructions. Finally, before you show up to 
tech, remove all loose objects from the car 
and have numbers that are contrasting color 
to your car AND legible. They need to be 
legible from 50’ away at 50 mph. Oh, if your 
car is black, red is not a contrasting color. 
Please use white. 
  Get signed up. Preregistration is preferred  

at  http://www.sbrscca.org/new/solo/. When 
you register you can pick your number, class 
and preferred work assignment. It also helps 
organizers make plans for the day which will 
help the day run smoother. One last benefit 
of preregistration is that you pay a reduced 
entry fee. Want to save even more money? 
Become a SCCA member. 
  Show up on time. Registration is from 8:00-
9:00 am. Even though you’ve preregistered, 
you still need to check in so that you can 
sign the waiver. Bring your license and your 
SCCA membership card if you’re a member. 
New to Solo? Let the folks at registration 
know and they’ll help you with all kinds 
of information from where tech is to where 
the nearest bathroom can be found. After 
registration find a spot to park your car and 
unload it. Place your numbers and class ID 
on the car and head to tech. Tech is open 
from 8:00-9:15 am so don’t dilly-dally. 
  Now it’s time to walk the course. On your 
way to the start line stop by the club trailer 
and check out the course map. New to this? 
Tell the staff at the trailer and they’ll offer 
plenty of advice. We also have a novice walk 
before the event starts. Take advantage of 
this opportunity. 
  Driver’s meeting will be at 10:00 am with 
the first car off soon after. Typically, you’ll 
get anywhere from 4-8 runs depending on 
the course, weather, and number of entrants. 
My biggest advice? Have fun!

Solo # 1 Daily Schedule
Site Opens 7:30 am EDT
Registration 8:00-9:00 am EDT
Tech  8:00-9:15 am EDT
Meeting 10:00 am EDT
Runs Begin 10:30 am EDT
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Activity   Points
Race Chair 400
Assistant Race Chair 200
PitBoard Editor 200
Website Manager 200
Race Chief of Specialty 200
Associate PitBoard Editor 100
Rally Series Chair 100
Solo Chair 100
Solo Series Specialty Chief 100
Event Chair 100
Program Director 100
Club Officer 100
Event Co-Chair 75

Activity  Points
Car Show Display 75
Solo Co-Chair 75
Race Worker/day 50
SBR Race Driver 50
PitBoard Article/page 40
Rally/Solo Worker 40
SBR Meeting Attendance 20
Car Show Booth/day 20
Rally Navigator 20
Race Crew/day 20
Rally/Solo Driver 20
Race/Solo Meeting  20
RoundTable/Worker Seminar 20
PitBoard Picture 10

Getting SBR Activity Points

SBR CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Where:  Beef ‘O’Brady’s
   12479 State Rd 23
   Granger, IN 
Days:   First Tuesday of month
Time:    6:00 pm board meeting
              7:00 pm general meeting
Who:    All are welcome!

SBR MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

Dennis Jennings Regional Executive            
re@sbrscca.org  574-232-0622

Jeff Luckritz Ass’t RE/Race Chair     
race@sbrscca.org PitBoard    269-429-3676

Dave Gushwa Board      
lt4gs702@yahoo.com      574-633-4538

Steve Bollinger Board     574-271-0088
srbollinger@sbcglobal.net

Erika Engler Board/Activity Points
erika.autocross@gmail.com                 574-370-5671

Mark Manninen Secretary     
m_manninen@sbcglobal.net                574-271-0810

Kim Bollinger Treasurer      
kkbollinger@sbcglobal.net          574-271-0088

Sam Centellas Street Survival
streetsurvival@sbrscca.org      616-610-0042

Nick Mawhorr Solo Chair   
solo@sbrscca.org       574-277-6016

Brandon Irwin Membership Chair     574-876-7467
birdman002@gmail.com

Rich Hammond Webmaster
rich.l.hammond@gmail.com               (616)843-0424

April 
4 Club Meeting
8 Club Trailer Clean Up Day
22 Starting Line Solo School @ Tire Rack
23 Solo #1 at Tire Rack
30 SBR Track Night-SBR Members Only
May
2 Club Meeting
14 Solo #2 @ GingerMan*(during the day)
14 Track Night @ GingerMan-open to all
20-21 Double Regional Race @ GingerMan 
June
6 Club Meeting
17 Tire Rack Street Survival @ Tire Rack
18 Solo #3 @ Tire Rack**
24-25 WMR Double Regional at Grattan
July
8-9 SBR/DET Majors @ GingerMan
11 Club Meeting
21-22 Motor State Challenge
 GingerMan Raceway/Tire Rack
August
1 SBR @ South Bend Cubs Game
5 Solo #4 @ Grissom
6 Solo #5 @ Grissom(Hoosier Challenge)
12 WMR Majors at Grattan Raceway
19 Tire Rack Street Survival @ Tire Rack
20 Solo #6 @ Tire Rack
September
5 Club Meeting
24 Solo #7 @ Tire Rack
October
3 Karting at MRP
 Meet at Bob’s 19th Hole afterwards
22 Australian Pursuit @ Tire Rack
November
7 Club Meeting
 Elections/Free Food
December
5 Club Meeting

*Space is limited-you MUST preregister on MSR
**1/2 day event-you MUST preregister on MSR

When purchasing items from The Tire Rack, 
first go to our web site at www.sbrscca.org, 
click on the Tire Rack link at the bottom of 
the page and then make your purchases. By 
doing so, the South Bend Region will earn 
a little extra dough!

We started it! Hold one of the following 
positions; National Race Worker, Pit-
Board Editor, Race Chair, Street Survival 
Chair, RE, Solo Chair, Treasurer or Web-
master. Half off dues for: Activity Points 
Keeper, Division Race Worker, Secretary 
and various Solo Chief positions. 

Buy Tires-Help SBR

FREE DUES

www.facebook.com/SBRSCCA

Not a SCCA Member?
Go to www.scca.com

Choose South Bend as
your local region!

Race Workers Travel 
Fund

 
SBR members that work another region’s 
race may be compensated for their travel 
expenses as listed below:
 Grattan/MIS  $75
 Mid Ohio  $150
 Corvette Museum $225

Go to the following link, download a form 
and follow the directions. http://www.
sbrscca.org/new/club-racing/

NEW SOLO HELMET REQUIREMENTS: MUST BE SA2005, M2005 OR K2005 OR NEWER
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Erika’s SCCA National Convention Report

NEW SOLO HELMET REQUIREMENTS: MUST BE SA2005, M2005 OR K2005 OR NEWER

-Dennis Jennings

 Spent last Saturday with Jeff at the Great 
Lakes Spring Training meeting in Ohio. 
Got to meet and spend some time with 
about 11 other region REs. We managed 
to elect a new vice president for the Great 
Lakes Board and the others were to remain 
the same. President is to be Verne Wandell 
for 1 more year.  Also, Jeff was the main 
speaker on the topic of recruiting and 
retaining members. Unfortunately, I was in 
another meeting at that time. A couple of 
Solo awards went to South Bend members, 
Dave Gushwa and Gary Burton. Nice 
jackets for both. I will get them to them as 
the opportunity arises. The Lloyd Loring 
awards went to Shari McCoy of Cincy 
region and Larry Panneman of Detroit 

region for their contributions to solo.  Also 
awarded was the Jeanne Ruble award for 
solo and that was awarded to Jerry Strope 
of Fort Wayne Region. This was a much 
better meeting than last year in my opinion 
as we actually had stewards attending the 
sessions. More specialties were covered 
this year and I hope that continues. There 
could be other topics include in the future. 
I will make some suggestions for the next 
meetings.
 We participated in the Afdent Autofest on 
the 25th and 26th of April. Several members 
members to helped man the booth. Brian 
Burgeron showed his 944 Porsche in our 
booth. 
 We will be starting a new program at South 

Bend events this year. If you bring a friend 
(non- member and first time solo driver) 
to a Solo and they enter we will give both 
of you a $10 off coupon for the next solo. 
Hopefully this will get more folks interested 
in solo and maybe join as members.
 SBR will attend a South Bend Cubs game 
on August 1st this year for members and a 
guest just like last year. Email or call me 
to reserve your tickets as it is limited to 50 
people. Already have about 20 signed up.
See you all at the next meeting on April 4th. 
Don’t be a stranger. Come to see what is 
happening in your club and what you can 
do to help make it even better.

RE Report

  The first trip to the national SCCA 
Convention is over and I had a great time.  
This was also my first trip to Vegas and I 
took advantage of that in the evenings.  The 
theme that seemed to permeate thru the two 
days was how to get new members more 
involved, get people to come back and keep 
current members engaged.  The presenters 
were so enthusiastic and spoke well on 
their topics.  Of course, being considered 
a geek and an accountant, I already had a 
plan of attack for all the sessions I wanted 
to attend.  
  I went to several sessions on Solo.  There 
were discussions on the basics of running a 
solo, the fact that there is a solo cookbook 
out there - that helps.  One session discussed 
ideas to liven up a solo event like making a 
theme for them, such as beach day.  In more 
than one of the sessions were discussions 
of the different types of solos to run like 
a drag cross, time trials, rookie school, 
etc.  It was good to hear ideas from other 
regions describing what they do to liven 
up an event.  Several regions like to run 
music before an event to wake people up 
in the morning.  One suggested having a 
kids run, they run the course for fun to keep 
them involved.  When running an event 
make sure the schedule is posted for all and 
registration lines are labeled.  Maybe offer 
not just a rookie walk, but an experienced 
walk as well.  The ratio of women to men 

is going down, so what can we do to get 
more women involved?  A suggestion was 
having wives or girlfriends ride along as 
passengers first so they get a taste, and 
hope that this will encourage them to try it 
on their own.
  Another common theme was how to 
work with volunteers and how to keep 
them coming back.  I attended two 
different sessions dealing with volunteers 
and I might be biased, but our own Sam 
Centellas session was the better one.  We 
should think of ourselves as customer 
service when working with volunteers.  We 
are an organization that runs on volunteers, 
no matter if you do club racing or solo, 
these events can’t be done without them 
and we need to do a better job saying thank 
you.  A suggestion was dinner after an 
event with volunteers and participants all 
going out together.  Make being a volunteer 
attractive.  I like the idea to put a spin for 
the people chasing cones that they are not 
just chasing cones, but getting to learn the 
course and see how people are taking it.  
Make it personal that they are a part of a 
team.  Make it effective and efficient by 
giving the tools they need, the instruction 
they need and putting an experienced 
person with a newbie to help them out.  
Then there is the X-factor, giving them a 
purpose for volunteering.  The biggest part 
is to make it fun so they come back.

  The last topic that came up in several 
sessions, and I even attend a whole session 
on it, was talking about rookies.  So many 
of our groups get lots of walk ups but 
they never come back.  I feel as a region 
we could do a better job with new people.  
One region suggests having a FAQ sheet 
for new people to help them up.  This just 
seems to make sense, what the schedule is, 
what is Tech, where is food, and a course 
map.  My first time in tech was a disaster 
because I had no clue what to do.  We need 
to reach out to social media to attract the 
younger generation.  We also need to offer 
better and easier payment options at the 
event.   The key to keep people coming 
back is make it fun to participate, easy to 
understand what to do, and make it all go 
smoothly.  
  Overall I found this conference very 
energizing and motivating.  Our own Jeff 
Luckritz did a superb job talking to the 
group.  I enjoyed meeting people from 
other regions, learning more about our 
organization, hearing cool ideas for solo 
and just bonding with my fellow board 
members.  My mind was engaged, I ate 
good food, got to go to a great show and 
got away from work for a few days.  Thank 
you so much for allowing me to go!     

       



www.sbrscca.org4
NEW SOLO HELMET REQUIREMENTS: MUST BE SA2005, M2005 OR K2005 OR NEWER

SBR Track Night-April 30
Want to drive on a real race track in a safe 
and relaxed environment? GingerMan 
Raceway has arranged for a track night on 
Sunday April 30th for SBR members only. 
Here are the details. 
• GingerMan Raceway, South Haven, MI
• Run groups for all levels/experience.
• Helmets and seat belts required.
• Convertibles must have roll protection.
• Drivers meeting at 5:00 pm
• First car off at 5:30 pm
• Expect three-20 minute sessions.
• Run rain or shine. 
• No preregistration required. 
• Must be a South Bend, SCCA member
• Inclement weather-check FB page. 
• Cost-$40.00. Cash or check. 
• Questions? Contact Jeff Luckritz at 

race@sbrscca.org

Solo #2 at GingerMan
  For the first time ever SBR will be holding 
a Solo event at GingerMan Raceway on 
May 14th. Because it’s Mother’s Day we 
were able to work out a deal with the track 
management that should be favorable to 
both parties. A special GingerMan Solo 
committee was formed to work out the 
details in terms of course layout and other 
logistics. This promises to be an exciting 
opportunity for the Solo community. 
  Preregistration is required and all 
competitors must arrive no later than 9:00 
am in order to compete. All the normal Solo 
rules apply. I guarantee you will enjoy the 
park-like setting and the friendliness of the 
GingerMan staff. For more information and 
registration go to: http://www.sbrscca.org/
new/solo/. Click on the registration link. For 
more information contact Steve Jackson at 
<bald54@comcast.net>.

GingerMan Track Night for 
all SCCA Members-May 14

  Yep, another track night at GingerMan. The 
only difference is that this one is open to all 
SCCA members, not just SBR members. 
Spend the day with your mother and come 
on out to the track after your afternoon meal. 
Tell mom you have to cut the grass or help 
your kids with their homework. Rules and 
guidelines are the same as the SBR Track 
night on April 30th. 
  Cost is $50 and space is limited to you will 
want to preregister at https://gingerman.
configio.com/ShoppingCart.aspx
  Contact Jeff Luckritz at race@sbrscca.org 
for more information. 

SBR at South Bend Cubs
Mark your calendars for August 1st. We have 
reserved the Tiki Hut for the evening where 
you will be treated to free food and soft 
drinks. This is for SBR members and their 
1 guest and is limited to 50 people. Contact 
Denny at re@sbrscca.org to save your spot.


