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Bert Olson Majors Success at GingerMan

Over 100 volunteers were crucial in making the South Bend/Detroit Region Majors a roaring success!

  Holding a successful road race requires a 
ton of hard work and it all starts in December. 
Specialty chiefs, wreckers, ambulances, 
food, fire and rescue, starters, announcers 
and photographers all need to be lined 
up. Then we need to figure out the really 
important items like who’s going to bring 
the coolers, the beer and other beverages to 
keep everybody properly hydrated. All these 
things are part of a 120 item check list to 
help ensure that the weekend runs smoothly. 
  This year’s Majors event at GingerMan 
was most likely the largest SCCA event ever 
held at the track located just east of South 
Haven, MI. We had 199(or 197 per SCCA) 
entrants spread across seven race groups 
on Saturday and Sunday. This meant that 
the on-track action was intense. Sometimes 
that’s good, sometimes it’s not. For the fans 
and the workers it means that there is never 
a dull moment. Grid workers have to line 
them up, corner workers need to keep track 
of cars at all times, timing and scoring needs 
to keep good time, and tech needs to do a lot 
of measuring. 
  Big shout out to Dennis Jennings, Mike 
Jennings and Jim Desenberg for taking the 
time to stock the pond with bluegill and 
organizing a fishing tournament for kids on 
Saturday. The kids had an absolute blast! 
The SCCA staff in Topeka heard about our 
event and posted a very cool article on their 

website. Just one of the many things that 

makes being part of SBR special. 
  Something else that makes us unique is 
our Friday night cookout. Since the track 
added some additional paving, we moved 
our cookout to a different and better location 
just west of the pond. It was quite a bit more 
scenic and the food was as good as ever. 
Bernard was the star of the show(in my 
eyes anyway) for bringing his spectacular 
sausage. Since I was running around all 
evening he promised to save me a few 
links. Yum!
  The racers also enjoy what we do for them. 
For those entrants that registered early, they 
were given a free evening practice session. 
This gives them an opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with the track, scrub in tires or 
do some last minute tuning. We’re able to do 
this since the staff at GingerMan Raceway 
is willing to work with us. Thanks Mary. If 
another region does that for racers, I haven’t 
heard about it. 
  We also treat our volunteers well. We give  
away free stuff provided to us by Lane 
Automotive, Hoosier and Hawk Brakes. 
We also budget thousands of dollars to give 
back to the workers to help cover the cost 
of their travels. There are no drawings and 
no lottery. Every single volunteer receives 
an envelope and a huge thanks!
  So what’s next? Hopefully we’ll be offered 
an opportunity to hold a Majors race in 2017. 
I’m pretty confident for a couple of reasons. 

With only two Majors to be held around 
the nation, our South Bend/Detroit Region 
Majors at GingerMan was the eighth largest 
Majors in the country. Not only that, we had 
the largest Majors held at a club track (as 
opposed to a Pro track like Daytona, Mid 
Ohio, Road America etc. Hopefully we’ll 
be back on the second weekend of July in 
2017. We can’t do it without you!

Dennis Jennings on grid
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Activity   Points
Race Chair 400
Assistant Race Chair 200
PitBoard Editor 200
Website Manager 200
Race Chief of Specialty 200
Associate PitBoard Editor 100
Rally Series Chair 100
Solo Chair 100
Solo Series Specialty Chief 100
Event Chair 100
Program Director 100
Club Officer 100
Event Co-Chair 75

Activity  Points
Car Show Display 75
Solo Co-Chair 75
Race Worker/day 50
SBR Race Driver 50
PitBoard Article/page 40
Rally/Solo Worker 40
SBR Meeting Attendance 20
Car Show Booth/day 20
Rally Navigator 20
Race Crew/day 20
Rally/Solo Driver 20
Race/Solo Meeting  20
RoundTable/Worker Seminar 20
PitBoard Picture 10

Getting SBR Activity Points

SBR CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Where:  Beef ‘O’Brady’s
   12479 State Rd 23
   Granger, IN 
Days:   First Tuesday of month
Time:    6:00 pm board meeting
              7:00 pm general meeting
Who:    All are welcome!

SBR MONTHLY 
MEETINGS

Dennis Jennings Regional Executive            
re@sbrscca.org  574-232-0622

Dave Gushwa Ass’t RE      
lt4gs702@yahoo.com      574-633-4538

Steve Bollinger Board     574-271-0088
srbollinger@sbcglobal.net

Erika Engler Board 574-370-5671
erika.autocross@gmail.com

Jeff Luckritz Board/Race Chair     
race@sbrscca.org PitBoard      269-429-3676

Lynnette Markowicz Secretary     
gridgirl1@yahoo.com  574-232-4206

Kim Bollinger Treasurer      
kkbollinger@sbcglobal.net          574-271-0088

Sam Centellas Street Survival
webmaster@sbrscca.org      616-610-0042

Lloyd Loring Activity Pts/Ass’t Editor  
LWLoring@sbcglobal.net      574-272-6719

Nick Mawhorr Solo Chair   
solo@sbrscca.org       574-277-6016

Brandon Irwin Membership Chair     574-876-7467
birdman002@gmail.com

Rich Hammond Webmaster
rich.l.hammond@gmail.com

August
2 Membership Meeting
7 Solo #5-Hoosier Challenge
13-14 WMR Majors at Grattan
20 Tire Rack Street Survival
21 Solo #6 at The Tire Rack
September
6 Membership Meeting
11 SBR Track Night at GingerMan
25 Solo #7 at The Tire Rack
October
4 SBR karting at MRP
23 Australian Pursuit @ Tire Rack
November
1 Membership Meeting(elections)
 Free food!
December
6 Membership Meeting
January
19-21 SCCA National Convention

When purchasing items from The Tire Rack, 
first go to our web site at www.sbrscca.org, 
click on the Tire Rack link at the bottom of 
the page and then make your purchases. By 
doing so, the South Bend Region will earn 
a little extra dough!

We started it! Hold one of the following 
positions; National Race Worker, Pit-
Board Editor, Race Chair, Street Survival 
Chair, RE, Solo Chair, Treasurer or Web-
master. Half off dues for: Activity Points 
Keeper, Division Race Worker, Secretary 
and various Solo Chief positions. 

Buy Tires-Help SBR

FREE DUES

www.facebook.com/SBRSCCA

Not a SCCA Member?
Go to www.scca.com

Choose South Bend as
your local region!

Race Workers Travel 
Fund

 
SBR members that work another region’s 
race may be compensated for their travel 
expenses as listed below:
 Grattan/MIS  $75
 Mid Ohio  $150
 Corvette Museum $225

Go to the following link, download a form 
and follow the directions. http://www.
sbrscca.org/new/club-racing/

Kim Bollinger worked grid for two days
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RE News “BULLITT” in by Dennis Jennings

Upcoming “Can’t Miss” Events

  We have just finished the busiest month 
of the year for SBR. As far as I can see our 
month was very, very good. We had a Majors 
race, a night out at the ball park and to top 
it all off the Lane track day and the Lane 
autocross at the Tire Rack.
 Talking of the Majors race we had 206 
pre-entries at one time before the race. As 
we finished we had a total of 199 entries for 

the event. Our workers numbered upwards 
to 120 total. The weather cooperated to be 
the best ever for our race and everyone had 
fun. Again we had the famous Saturday 
night dinner from the Skillet in South Bend. 
They do a great job of serving 425 dinners 
in a short time.
  We also tried something new by hosting a 
Majors fishing tournament on the grounds 
at the local pond. It was open to ages 0-15 
years. The Saturday prior to the race Jim 
Desenberg, Mike Jennings and myself 
found ourselves stocking the pond with 200 
bluegills. We had some nice trophies made 
up for the winners and lots of door prizes 
for the competition. I recruited a friend to 
oversee the tournament and the results were 
phenomenal. We had 14 kids from age 2 to 
12 compete and in three hours caught a total 
of 208 fish.          We awarded the trophies 
at the dinner on Saturday night and the 
crowd really cheered the winners. I hope 
they all enjoyed the time. Thanks to Mary at 
GingerMan for getting the bait donated and 
furnishing the fishing poles for the kids to 
use. Also thanks go to Rick Kedik and his 
friend for hosting the event on Saturday and 
tallying the results. It would not have been 
possible to work the race and the fishing. He 
even brought his bass boat for the kids to see.

  Monday after the race was our annual trip 
to watch the South Bend Cubs play. We had 
42 people attend and a good time was had 
by all celebrating the race weekend. Only 
person missing was Mike Brey.
  We then hosted the Motor State Challenge. 
There was a meeting, cruise and dinner 
on Thursday night with dinner being held 
at a place in Cassopolis Michigan called 
Mahogany Outfitters featuring some really 
nice reconditioned and original boats (Chris 
Craft type). My favorite was the 25- footer 
with twin 350 cu.in. motors.
  Friday took us to GingerMan for the track 
day. Some fast cars and fast drivers were 
going well on another ideal weather day at 
the track. Saturday was their turn to run the 
autocross at the Tire Rack. Some 55-60 cars 
took to the course on a very hot day to record 
some very fast times.
  Thanks to all that worked these events 
because without all of you we could not do 
these events that give us the money to do 
all the other things we do for the members. 
We still need to get the other 275 members 
to come to these events and enjoy them the 
way we that help out do.
Looking forward to some rest next month as 
brother Mike has headed home. We managed 
to do a lot of things this trip. See you all at 
the next meeting.

Hoosier Challenge(8/7)
This is your chance to use your 
autocross skills to represent South 
Bend Region. This statewide 
competition pits Indy Region, Fort 
Wayne Region, Indiana Northwest 
Region and South Bend Region 
against each other(and the clock 
of course). If you’ve never been 
to Grissom AFB, then this is your 
opportunity to run on a wide-open 
course. You can search motorsportreg.
com for more information. 

Street Survival(8/20)
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
help teens become better drivers. 
If you have Solo, Race or Track 
experience then you are qualified to 
be a coach for a teen driver. They 
will become safer on the road and 
who knows, maybe you’ll feel better 
knowing that you had something to 
do with it. We will train you and feed 
you all day. Please contact Sam if 
you would like to help: 
streetsurvival@sbrscca.org.

SBR Track Night(9/11)
Now it’s time for the club to give back 
to it’s members. We have worked 
out a great deal with GingerMan 
Raceway to allow you to get your 
street car on track for only $40. You 
will need a SA/MA 2005 helmet or 
newer, 3-point harnessess,a safe car)
convertibles must have roll-over 
protection) You must be a SBR 
member. We’ll run from 5:00 pm 
until dark. Contact Jeff for more 
information: race@sbrscca.org

One of our fishing tourney winners!



www.sbrscca.org4
2015 SCCA Region of the Year & 2015 SCCA Tire Rack Street Survival Region of the Year

Andy McDermid claimed two victories in American Sedan at the SBR/DET Bert Olson Majors in July


